
ORDER
OF THE POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

ADOPTING THE POLK COUNTY PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICY

AND ESTABLISHING TIME LIMITS UNDER TEX. GOV'T CODE § 552.275

WHEREAS, Chapter 552 of the Texas Government Code (the Public Information Act)
grants every person the right to access government records, subject only to certain limited
exceptions; and

WHEREAS, while transparency and access are critical to public trust, some individuals
may submit requests that are excessive, repetitive, or overly burdensome, placing

significant strain on county personnel and resources; and

WHEREAS, Section 552.275 of the Texas Government Code authorizes a governmental
body to set reasonable monthly and annual time limits on the amount ofpersonnel time that
must be spent responding to requests for public information without recovering the
associated personnel costs; and

WHEREAS, the Public Information Act allows governmental bodies to track the cumulative
amount of personnel time required to respond to requests from a single requestor and to
recover costs for time exceeding the adopted limits; and

WHEREAS, Section 552.275 requires that any limits established by a governmental
body must be no less than 36 hours in a 12-month period corresponding to the county's

fiscal year, and no less than 15 hours in a one-month period; and

WHEREAS, the statute further provides that requests made by members of the news

media and by innocence projects affiliated with nonprofit organizations or law schools

are not subject to these limitations; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Polk County to adopt the provisions of Section
552.275 in order to protect County resources while ensuring compliance with the Public

Information Act;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT

OF POLK COUNTY, TEXAS, THAT:

Section 1. Policy Adoption
This Order constitutes the Polk County Public Information Policy and governs every
request for information received on or after its effective date. Ifa conflict arises between this
Policy and the TPIA, the TPIA controls.








